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The Moose is Still Loose!

T he Moose
will be
loose for a

few more years in
NASCAR.
Moose Fraternity,
Ross Chastain and
Trackhouse Racing
today announced
the trio will continue their partnership
through the 2026 and 2027 NASCAR
Cup Series seasons on the team’s No. 1
Chevrolet with Chastain behind the
wheel.

It will mark the seventh and eighth Cup
Series seasons the fraternal organization
has paired with Chastain on the track
while using the 32-year-old, Alva, Florida
native in membership and charity
initiatives away from the track.

“The Moose Fraternity has been with me
at racetracks and taken me to lodges
across the country. They are salt of the
earth, good people who I have watched
give back to the community,” said
Chastain.

November/December 2025
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Sunnyvale Moose 2049
Officers and Chairpersons 2025-2026

Sunnyvale Women of The Moose 1283
Officers and Chairpersons 2025-2026

Officers

President....................... Eugene Bustichi
Vice President ................................. TBA
Jr. Past President .....................Tom Ghio
Chaplain .................................. Rick Lane
Administrator.......................Perry James
Treasurer .................................. Earl Allen
1st Year Trustee ................. Julie G. Bond
2nd Year Trustee.............. Manuel Velasco
3rd Year Trustee ................... Phillip Bond
Sergeant at Arms.................. Alan Childs

Chairpersons

Application Review............Perry & Eugene
Membership ................................Earl Allen
Heart of the Community.........Bob Murphy
Family Activities........................Alan Childs
Historian ................................... John Paine
Endowment .......................... Bob Peterson
Moose Legion.................Leonard Vyfvinkel
Fellowship ................................Alan Childs
Moose Charities .................................. TBA
Mooseheart/Moosehaven..Eugene Bustichi
Audit ........................................ John Paine
Scholarships......................................... TBA
Valued Veterans ................... Bob Peterson

Officers

Senior Regent ........Tammy Lee Leonard
Jr. Past Regent................... Kay Peterson
Treasurer ..............................Gerri Ferrari
Secretary...............................Cindy Perry
Guide ..........................Sandra Jacobson

Chairpersons

Higher Degrees .................. Danette Green
Fraternal Activities.............. Michelle Floyd
Membership .......................... Lori Marshall
Mooseheart/
Moosehaven..................... Bonnie Rodgers
Youth Awareness ....................Kathy Childs
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Sunnyvale Moose Lodge Newsletter
Published bimonthly by

Sunnyvale California Lodge 2049 Loyal Order of the Moose
922 Weddell Court • Sunnyvale CA 94089

408-685-2129
Editor: Kay Peterson • Copy Editor: Tina Glasner • Ad Editor: Kathy Childs

Deadline for submitting content for the Jan/Feb newsletter is the 10th of January 2026.
Email your copy to kaypt@comcast.net

Moose Legion

Leonard Vyfvinkel
Legion Chairman

Hello Brother Moose Legionaries,

I hope all is well with you and your family. Thank you to all of you for your
support of Legion and lodge events. The Legion this past two months has
had two events that were very successful. In September we had the Hawaiian

Dinner and Dance. There was good food, prizes and dancing and a lot of fun. Also in
October we had a miniature golf tournament at Golf Land USA in Sunnyvale. We
started out the day with donuts and coffee then moved to the golf course and divided
up in five teams. It was a beautiful day and we had a lot of fun. Afterwards we went
back to the lodge for pizza and beverages to watch football and Nascar racing.

Watch for future announcements here, and we will look forward to seeing you at
our events.

Fraternally,

Leonard Vyfvinkel



-3- -20-

Administrator

Sunnyvale members,

T his is the last article I will write for the newsletter. The position of
Administrator is now vacant. The Lodge still needs a volunteer
Administrator to take the reins and help lead the Lodge to the

next milestone in our existence. A lot has been accomplished since our start
and let’s keep it going. See a member of the Board to find out more about
the position.

Our Active membership stands at 453. We are still sponsoring
members, but can do more to increase our membership. Sign up a friend,
family member or acquaintance to our lodge.

The membership promotion of pay 3 years, get the 4th year free is
still be promoted. Also, pay for a life membership in the Lodge and the Lodge
portion will be returned to you so a life membership only costs you half. What
a deal that is!

Fraternally,

Perry Lee James
Acting Administrator

Perry James
Acting Administrator
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Veteran’s Corner

Y our Veterans Day Patriotic Program will be co-hosted by our
Sunnyvale Moose Lodge Big Band Orchestra, Friday, Nov 14th at
7:30 PM. Arrive early to ensure parking.

A Chicken Parmesan meal ($12) will be served. RSVP required, via TEXT
ONLY, to 408-373-7444. Enjoy fellowship, food & drink prior to our inspiring
7:30 PM expanded patriotic ceremony, inclusive of a color guard of real
American Legion Post 858 Veterans and a double-duty Scouting, highly
talented high school bugler.

Your Volunteers will present a Program of Bugler calls, musical & vocal
solos, inspiring poems, and audience participation in a Patriotic song. We are
actively seeking new Veteran participation in our Honor Guard, 21 “Gun”
salute portion of the program (7 slots to fill). Please contact me to volunteer.

The Moose Big Band Music and dancing will follow from 8:00 till 10:00 PM.

One of our Valued Veterans shared with me the following (found on the
wall of one of our Moose Lodges near our MooseHeart Village in Illinois), and I
paraphrase:

“In our recorded history, only two entities have died to secure True
Freedom for Humanity: Jesus Christ and the American Soldier.”

Come one, come all, for an inspiring night on Nov 14th, celebrating our
Nation’s Heritage and Honoring all our Veterans, especially our local Valued
Veterans on our Wall of Honor, where 2 new Veteran Nameplates will be
added.

Fraternally,

Bob (aka “Cowboy Pete”) Peterson

Bob Peterson
“Cowboy Pete”
Patriotic Chairman



W ell, with summertime behind us we are ready for our fall leaves
and cozy time at our lodge.

To our WOTM members, please help grow the membership in YOUR
Women of the Moose Chapter and earn the honor of receiving your Academy
of Friendship degree. All that you need to do is sponsor five women into our
Chapter by during one Chapter year. If the Chapter earns their honors during
that year, you will be awarded the Academy of Friendship.

Thank you all who supported our Harvest Ball fun had by all. Thank you
to Bev and her team for their hard work and thank you Ginger for serving
wonderful drinks.

Our WOTM chapter is open to all lady lodge members. Our chapter
meets the 4th Monday of each month at 7pm.

The WOTM will be serving slices of pie Friday November 21st. Come
support the WOTM and buy a piece of pie for $3. If you would like to donate
a pie that would be greatly appreciated.

Thank you to Bonnie our Mooseheart/Mooseheavan chair and her team
for volunteering for pie on line dancing night last month.

Questions? Call me at 408-807-1281.

Fraternally,

Tammy Leonard
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Senior Regent’s Message

Tammy Leonard
Senior Regent
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has a name and a story, and every story matters to God.” Due to the
shortage of homes, children are often placed outside of their community and
moved around multiple times. “Foster the City works to surround foster
families with a team of Support Friends. It can be buying them clothing, and
going grocery shopping with them,” she told me. “One of my goals in life, I
always wanted to be a social worker. Obviously, I chose a different life path,
but this is definitely where my heart is.”

As I found out more about Tammy, here was another surprise. She is also
“Membership Orientation” for Polka Dot Powerhouse. Their motto is
“Changing the world by connecting the dots.” As she explains, “It’s a world-
wide community of positive purpose-driven women, at every stage of their
life, and where every woman is seen, valued, and celebrated
(polkadotpowerhouse.com).”

But her “number one priority” is being a mom. Tammy has been a single
parent since her daughter was 4. Her daughter, now a 22-year-old, is
attending the University of Oregon and studying education. “Everything I do
in life is all for my child, who is my world.”

Let’s thank Tammy for being part of our world too.
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Moose Tracks continued from page 14

R ecently, high school students from several local high schools met at
our lodge to learn more about the Moose Youth Awareness
Scholarship Program. At the meeting, the students learned about the

program requirements and received all the information needed to compete
for top Moose scholarships up to $12,000. Students choose their own
motivational topics on subjects such as bullying, doing well in school,
nutrition, saving our environment, or any topic that they feel is really essential
for children to know. Then they give their brief talks to three or more groups of
children and submit one report on their presentation.

Last spring, a Monterey student won first place in the nation! He and his
family said that he wouldn’t have been able to attend college without this
scholarship.

Students must submit their reports by late December. Entries are judged
and the top California students will get an all-expense-paid trip to Phoenix, AZ
in April where students will speak to their peers about their “Kids Talk” and
compete for $12,000, $8,000, $6,000, $5,000, and $4,000 scholarships.

Do you have connections with children between the ages of 5 to 11?

Places are needed for high school students to speak to young children,
and are an essential part of helping these students win big scholarships. This
can be during school or at an after-school program of any kind. Example
connections could be leaders of Scouts, athletic teams, birthday parties,
religious groups, or any group of elementary age children. Please give us
suggestions! Contact Kathy at 650-520-9004.

We wish this year’s students all the best.

Fraternally,

Kathy Childs

Kathy Childs
Youth Awareness

Chairman Northern CA

Youth Awareness Program
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Activities &
Entertainment Corner

Alan Childs
Family Activities

Chairman

Please join us for these fun filled activities
(Events & Times subject to change)

Visit our website often for updates at
sunnyvalemoose2049.org

Nov 1........ Dist. Social (Santa Cruz) Moose Legion 10 am, COHD to follow,
...................................... Dist. #10 Exc. Bd Mtg, Lunch/Social 12:45 pm

Nov 2........................... Lodge Moose Legion Com. Mtg. 11 am (Open to all)
Nov 2,9,16,30...................................... Delicious Sunday Breakfasts 9-11 am

............................................................. (No breakfast on Nov 23)
Nov 2,16,30................Chess-Yahtzee w/Cowboy Pete 11:30 - 2:20 Ages 12+
Nov 4,11,18,25............................... TNC Line Dancing w/Heidi/Allen 7-10 pm

............................................................Snack Bar Open 6-8 pm
Nov 5,12,19,26............ Rick’s Variety Show - Karaoke, Dance, Joke, 7-10 pm

.............................. Tango Practica w/Earl Allen 7-10 pm - $10
Nov 6,13,20..................................Tacos 6-7:30 pm -1 for $3, 2 for $5, 3 for $8

.........................................................................Cards (Poker) 6 pm

........................................Line Dance Lessons w/Nanci 6:30-8 pm

............................................................DJ - Line Dancing 8-10 pm
Nov 7, 21.................................... Line Dancing 7 pm, Nov 21st - Dessert Sales
Nov 9 ................................Beginning Tango w/Earl 11:30 am (Members Free)
Nov 9,23......................................................Jam Session w/TCB Band 2-6 pm.

....................................................... Sing/play with the Band & Dance.

................ $10 Members, $15 Qualified Guests, Snack Bar 2:30-5 pm
Nov 11.............................Officers Bd Mtg 7 pm, Moose General Mtg 8 pm

............................................................. (Male/Female Members Invited)
Nov 13...............................Chess Parlour w/Cowboy Pete 5-9 pm - Ages 12+
Nov 14.........................................................Veterans Day Ceremony 7:30 pm

.................. Moose Big Band w/Jim/Judy - Ballroom Dancing 8-10 pm

.......................................Members $10, Guests $15 - Snack Bar 6-8 pm

......................Note: Big Band Dance & Snack Bar Cancelled Nov 28th
Nov 17............................................................................WOTM Bd Mtg. 7 pm

.........................................................................Big Band Practice 7 pm
Nov 22............................. Thanksgiving Dinner/Dance - TCB Band - Country,

.............................................. Oldies, Line Dance, etc. 6 -10:30 pm $25
Nov 24...................................................WOTM Mtg 7 pm (All WOTM invited)

Nov 25..........................Joint Planning Mtg 6:30 pm, Officers Bd Mtg 7 pm,
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.......................Moose Gen Mtg 8 pm (Male/Female Members Invited)
Dec 2,9,16,30 ................................. TNC Line Dancing w/Heidi/Allen 7-10 pm

........................................................................Snack Bar 6-8 pm
Dec 3,10,17 .................. Rick’s Variety Show - Karaoke, Dance, Joke 7-10 pm

................................... Tango Practica w/Earl Allen 7-10 pm - $10
Dec 4,11,18 ..................................Tacos 6-7:30 pm -1 for $3, 2 for $5, 3 for $8
.............................................................................................Cards (Poker) 6 pm
...........................................................Line Dance Lessons w/Nanci 6:30-8 pm
................................................................................DJ - Line Dancing 8-10 pm
Dec 5,12 ............................................................................. Line Dancing 7 pm

................................................................... (Dec 19th - Dessert Sales)
Dec 6 ....................................... Dist. Social (Sunnyvale) Moose Legion 10 am,

..........COHD to follow, Dist. #10 Exc. Bd Mtg, Lunch/Social 12:45 pm
Dec 7 ........................... Lodge Moose Legion Com. Mtg -11 am (Open to all)
Dec 7,14,21 .......................................... Delicious Sunday Breakfasts 9-11 am

................................................................ (No breakfast on Dec 28)
Dec 7,21 .....................Chess-Yahtzee w/Cowboy Pete 11:30 - 2:20 Ages 12+
Dec 9 ......................................Officers Bd Mtg 7 pm, Moose Gen Mtg 8 pm

............................................................... (Male/Female Members Invited)
Dec 11 ...............................Chess Parlour w/Cowboy Pete 5-9 pm - Ages 12+
Dec 12 .................. Moose Big Band w/Jim/Judy - Ballroom Dancing 8-10 pm

.......................................Members $10, Guests $15 - Snack Bar 6-8 pm

.......................Note: Big Band Dance & Snack Bar Cancelled Dec 26th
Dec 13 ............................................Cops Care Fantasy Flight (Kids w Cancer)

................................................................... San Jose Airport 9 am 5 pm
Dec 14 ...............................Beginning Tango w/Earl 11:30 am (Members Free)
Dec 14,28 .....................................................Jam Session w/TCB Band 2-6 pm.

.....................................................Sing/play with the Band & Dance.

................................................ $10 Members, $15 Qualified Guests,

.........................................................................Snack Bar 2:30-5 pm
Dec 15 ....................................................................... WOTM Board Mtg 7 pm

.........................................................................Big Band Practice 7 pm
Dec 20 ...................................Christmas Dinner/Dance - Heidi & Al - Country,

..................................Oldies, Rock/Roll, Line Dance, Ten Step, etc. $25
Dec 22 ...................................................WOTM Mtg 7 pm (All WOTM invited)
Dec 23 ................................Joint Planning Mtg 6:30 pm, Officers Mtg 7 pm,

.....................Moose Gen Mtg 8 pm - (Male/Female Members Invited)
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President’s Message

Eugene Bustichi
President

Hello Moose Lodge. Today’s topic: “Caring About
Family and Beyond -- Tammy Lee Leonard.”

T ammy has been a member since 2018.
She first came to Sunnyvale Moose Lodge
through her friendship with Ray Ortiz and

Jane Zahorik. “I was coming to hang out with my
friends, coming to see the TCB Band. Of course we
can only come twice, and the third time we have to
sign up as a member, right? Carol Bell sponsored
me.”

She started coming to the Women of The Moose
meetings and immediately got involved, serving as Junior Regent her first
year. She then learned bartending, all for the Lodge. Currently she is serving
as our WOTM Senior Regent.

“Carol and Charlie Bell were my Moose mom and my Moose dad. I knew
Carol and Charlie were going to be moving to Moosehaven and I wanted to
carry on their legacy. So, I worked really really hard to become Social Quarters
Manager. It was their life, and I wanted it to be my life. I’ve been Social
Quarters Manager for a little over a year now. When I retire, I can see myself
working toward being an Administrator, continuing my journey.”

On Wednesday nights we coaxed Tammy into starting to sing. “Oh my gosh
yes, and now you can’t take the microphone away from me. I love promoting
the Lodge and its events. I ended up meeting everybody from Wednesday
night at Rick’s Show, and you guys all ended up being my family.”

Tammy honors other commitments as well. She’s been with State Farm for
the last 30-plus years. “I am also very much involved with Almaden
Neighborhood Church,” she told me. She also volunteers as a Co-Advocate
for Foster the City (fosterthecity.org). Their vision: “Every child in foster care

Tammy Leonard and
daughter Abigail

MooseTracks…

Tina Glasner
Roving Reporter

Continued on page 17

Members,

A s we head into holiday season, we have many things to be
thankful for. We have a beautiful home now, with new
furnishings. Most of our new furniture was procured by

constant hard work by Phil and Julie Bond.

Many of the amenities we now enjoy are the result of constant meetings
with our three trustees, Phil, Julie, Manny, and Past President Tommy, and
Perry James, our current but soon departing Administrator.

As I write this I am a little bit sad and a little bit disappointed, if not just
angry about the way this team has been treated. Very few people realize how
much work went into getting YOU into this building. I have personally argued
against the constant open door policy that is happening at almost every
evening event.

We seem to forget that we are a Family Fraternity open only to members
and their Qualified guests. Letting non-members walk freely in and enjoy what
we, the membership pay yearly dues for puts us in jeopardy of being shut
down. Hopefully this never happens, but if it does, we will have only ourselves
to blame.

In closing I wish everyone well, and want to express my gratitude to our
current leadership that worked tirelessly to make lemonade out of what
started out to be a huge lemon.

It’s also almost time to start thinking about your future board of officers,
because I think it’s time for new blood.

Fraternally,

Eugene Bustichi
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